Molded tympanic heterografts. Histologic evaluation.
The histologic appearance of the molded tympanic heterograft developed at the ENT Clinic of the University of Parma, Italy, is investigated with light and electron microscopy. Evaluation of the graft before insertion disclosed a unique structure of interwoven collagen bundles. Examination of grafted tympanic membrane showed a structure closely resembling the normal human tympanic membrane. The fate of the heterologous material and the host reaction to it are discussed in relation to histologic findings.